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Joe Birch 
News Anchor
Action News 5

Master of Ceremonies
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Cedric Brown
Chief Information Officer 
Mueller Industries

n Cedric has been instrumental in developing operational 
facilities, completing projects with precision, and securing 
corporate networks against evolving cyber threats. 

n With over 30 years of experience, has focused on 
strengthening defenses, maintaining compliance with 
regulatory frameworks, and instilling a culture of cyber 
awareness across the enterprise. 

n Championed initiatives to safeguard critical infrastructure, 
protect sensitive information, and ensure the resilience of both 
IT and OT environments against modern-day cyber risks.

n Earned an Associate of Applied Science from State Technical 
Institute at Memphis and later a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Cyber Security from the University of Phoenix. 

n Has served as a GMITC Board Member since 2022.
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q Currently serves as the Data Security Officer (CISO) where he manages 
MLGW’s utility systems cybersecurity as well as MLGW’s corporate level 
cybersecurity 

q Doug has worked for MLGW for most of the last 35 years, beginning in 
1988 as a contractor joining MLGW in 1989 as an employee. 

q Has worked in nearly all aspects of MLGW’s IS/IT environment including 
Administrative Systems, Mapping Systems, Networking, Database 
Administration, Outage Management Systems, Engineering Analysis 
Systems, Utility Monitoring Systems and Control Systems, Field 
Communications, and Cyber Security.  

q Holds a Bachelors from the University of Tennessee at Martin.
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Dan Weddle
President & CEO
Protech Services Group

q Serves as the President & CEO, and owner of ProTech Services Group a 
business solutions company focused on meeting businesses’ technology          & 
talent needs.

q Serves on the Board of Directors for: 
o PEYitforward Foundation (Non-profit developed to honor his late son, Peyton) 
o Streets Ministries (Board Chair) 
o Memphis Shelby County Crime Commission 
o Greater Memphis IT Council 
o Leadership Memphis
o Greater Memphis Chamber of Commerce (Chamber Benefits, Inc.)

q Attended the University of Memphis and has earned multiple leadership and 
executive management designations.

q Graduated from the 2017 Leadership Memphis Executive Program and is a 
Greater Memphis Chamber Chairmen’s Circle member 

q Married to his wife Mikki, and they have four sons, Braeden, Hunter, Peyton, 
and Oakley, and three grandchildren, Gage, Dominic, and Beckham.



 

 
 

Greater Memphis  
IT Council 

Entrepreneur of the Year 



 

 
 

Greater Memphis  
IT Council 

q Founded PopCheck Technologies, a healthcare technology company 
creating AI-enabled remote patient monitoring wearables with a digital 
platform that predicts the development of surgical complications such as 
venous clots in high-risk populations 

q In developing PopCheck, conducted a fellowship at University of Memphis 
with the Patents2Products program with the FedEx Institute of Technology.

q Awards:
• Nashville Entrepreneur Center Pitch 4 Good: Black Founders Edition
• Seed Spot 2 Day Launch Impact Award (2020)
• 2021 Cohort University City Science Center Launch Lane Digital Health 
Accelerator
• STEM2Market Core Concept Award (2020)

q Education:
• Vanderbilt University - Bachelor of Science (B.S.) Neurobiology and Neurosciences  
• University of Tennessee - M.D. Medicine 
• University of Tennessee - Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) Microbiology

Erika Dillard, MD, PhD
Founder & CEO
PopCheck Technologies

https://popchecktechnologies.com/2021/05/10/popcheck-technologies-ceo-dr-erika-dillard-brings-home-10k-as-a-winner-in-the-nashville-entrepreneur-center-pitch-4-good-black-founders-edition/
https://popchecktechnologies.com/2021/05/10/popcheck-technologies-ceo-dr-erika-dillard-brings-home-10k-as-a-winner-in-the-nashville-entrepreneur-center-pitch-4-good-black-founders-edition/
https://sciencecenter.org/news/eight-digital-health-startups-selected-for-science-centers-launch-lane-accelerator
https://sciencecenter.org/news/eight-digital-health-startups-selected-for-science-centers-launch-lane-accelerator
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Meka Egwuekwe 
Founder & CEO
CodeCrew

n Founded CodeCrew, an organization that provides 
mentoring to youth and offers hands-on computer science 
education programs.

n Attended East High School in Memphis, Tennessee, and 
Phillips Academy in Andover, Massachusetts. 

n Earned a a B.S. in Computer Science from Morehouse 
College with a master’s degree in Computer Science from 
Duke University. 

n He serves on the Board of Directors of the National Civil 
Rights Museum, the Soulsville (Stax) Foundation, the 
Tennessee Digital Media Council, the Greater Memphis IT 
Council and Workforce Midsouth.
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Community Leader of the Year

Jeremy Baker
Assistant Special Agent in Charge

FBI Memphis 
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St. Patrick Catholic Church supports a mobile food pantry once a month 
and provides groceries to families in need.  Please join us on Saturday, 
December 20 to participate in this great event supporting our Memphis 
community in need.

Please donate to: https://www.stpatmemphis.org/
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