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Cedric Brown
Chief Information Officer 
Mueller Industries

n Cedric has been instrumental in developing operational 
facilities, completing projects with precision, and securing 
corporate networks against evolving cyber threats. 

n With over 30 years of experience, has focused on 
strengthening defenses, maintaining compliance with 
regulatory frameworks, and instilling a culture of cyber 
awareness across the enterprise. 

n Championed initiatives to safeguard critical infrastructure, 
protect sensitive information, and ensure the resilience of both 
IT and OT environments against modern-day cyber risks.

n Earned an Associate of Applied Science from State Technical 
Institute at Memphis and later a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Cyber Security from the University of Phoenix. 

n Has served as a GMITC Board Member since 2022.
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n Responsible for all information technology services at 
Regional One Health, including strategic planning, tactical 
roadmap, and operational excellence.

n Leads efforts to build and implement enterprise-wide 
information systems and solutions that support clinical and 
business operations.

n More than 20 years of information technology services 
leadership experience across diverse health systems, 
including large-scale public, private, and university 
integrated delivery network systems.

n Graduate of University of California, Los Angeles.

n Holds a Certification in Artificial Intelligence in Health Care 
from the MIT Management Sloan School.
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q Twenty-five years of IT experience, including 10+ years of leadership 
in project management, user support and training, and enterprise 
strategy, with a focus on meeting users where they are and helping 
them to apply technology to achieve their goals.

q Has served at the University of Tennessee Health Science Center for 
22 years in a number of user support and IT leadership roles.

q Responsible for the Health Science Center’s enterprise IT support 
strategy for users, applications, hardware, and spaces, as well as 
development of strategy for large emerging institutional initiatives, 
such as artificial intelligence and IT governance.

q Graduate of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, with 
degrees in Journalism, Communications, and Information Science. 
Earned her PMP in 2014.
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Conrad Bell
SVP & CISO
C Spire

n Bell is responsible for leading, developing, and implementing cyber 
security strategic goals and aligning security initiatives with business 
strategic and tactical objectives. 

n Prior to joining C Spire, Bell served as supervisory IT 
specialist/technical advisor for the 26 Network Operational Squadron 
(Maxwell Air Force Base - Gunter Annex, Alabama). 

n In earlier roles, served as lead technical architect at the University of 
North Texas and senior network security architect with General 
Dynamics. 

n Earned a Bachelor’s degree in computer science and a Master’s degree 
in information assurance. 

n Holds several industry certifications, including Certified Information 
Systems Security Professional (CISSP) and  Certified Information 
Security Manager (CISM). 
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q Currently serves as the Data Security Officer (CISO) where he manages 
MLGW’s utility systems cybersecurity as well as MLGW’s corporate level 
cybersecurity 

q Doug has worked for MLGW for most of the last 35 years, beginning in 
1988 as a contractor joining MLGW in 1989 as an employee. 

q Has worked in nearly all aspects of MLGW’s IS/IT environment including 
Administrative Systems, Mapping Systems, Networking, Database 
Administration, Outage Management Systems, Engineering Analysis 
Systems, Utility Monitoring Systems and Control Systems, Field 
Communications, and Cyber Security.  

q Holds a Bachelors from the University of Tennessee at Martin.
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• Serves as the SVP of Administrative Operations and Chief Information 
Security Officer at St. Jude Children's Research Hospital – ALSAC

• Defines the vision and strategy for Information Security, developing 
policies, and maintaining compliance to mitigate IT risks. 

• Formerly held roles at Hilton Worldwide including Director of Solutions 
Architecture and Director of Quality Assurance for the Property 
Management System, where oversight of project management, regulatory 
compliance, and quality assurance processes was pivotal. 

• Holds a Master of Science in Computer and Information Systems Security 
from Western Governors University and a Bachelor of Arts in 
Communication Studies from California State University-Sacramento.
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n Currently leads the STEM program with the KIPP Charter School 
in Memphis. 

n Served as STEM Leader the T-STEM Academy at East High School 
working in partnership with the University of Memphis. 

n Was the original STEM Leader at Maxine Smith STEAM Academy 
(MSSA) and led it as part of a 6-12 STEM continuum with East 
High T-STEM Academy for Shelby County Schools.

n Formerly served over 20 years with Thomas Betts as a civil 
engineer.

n Holds a Degree in Engineering and a Master’s in Education from 
the University of Memphis.

Keith Booker 
Director of STEM 

KIPP Charter Schools Memphis
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Meka Egwuekwe 
Founder & CEO
CodeCrew

n Founded CodeCrew, an organization that provides 
mentoring to youth and offers hands-on computer science 
education programs.

n Attended East High School in Memphis, Tennessee, and 
Phillips Academy in Andover, Massachusetts. 

n Earned a a B.S. in Computer Science from Morehouse 
College with a master’s degree in Computer Science from 
Duke University. 

n He serves on the Board of Directors of the National Civil 
Rights Museum, the Soulsville (Stax) Foundation, the 
Tennessee Digital Media Council, the Greater Memphis IT 
Council and Workforce Midsouth.
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q As the Assistant Principal of Maxine Smith STEAM Academy,  
oversees the optional school for science, technology, 
engineering, math and the creative arts leading the school to 
Blue Ribbon status with the Department of Education.

q Served earlier as the Resident Principal of Peabody Elementary 
through the New Leaders for New Schools where he led 
Content and Grade Level teams, supervised Dual Enrollment, 
along with Teacher Recruitment.

q Started her career in Education in Bartholomew County 
Schools in Columbus, Indiana.

q Holds a Bachelor of Science from LeMoyne-Owen College 
with a Master of Education from Union University.

.
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q Joined Lokion in 2010 and serves as President & CEO.

q Played a key role in guiding the company through a smooth, 
strategically aligned acquisition by Centerline Business Services.

q With more than 20 years of experience supporting clients across B2B, 
B2C, manufacturing, nonprofit, and technology sectors, known for her 
collaborative leadership style and her ability to help organizations 
navigate digital transformation with clarity and confidence.

q Named a 2025 Memphis Business Journal Super Women in 
Business honoree and frequently speaks on topics such as the evolving 
role of AI in business and modern organizational leadership. 

q Serves on the boards of Hope House and the Greater Memphis IT 
Council.

q Earned her bachelor’s degree from the University of North Alabama 
(UNA) and later completed her MBA with a focus on executive 
leadership from UNA in 2022.

Jennifer Culotta
President & CEO
Lokion
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q Grew Tate Computers from a one employee organization to over 40 
full-time employees by continuing to reinvent his company as 
technology changes.

q He founded the business servicing typewriters and Packard Bell 
computers and advanced the brand through contracting. 

q Later he achieved the status of the only Apple Authorized minority 
company in Memphis.

q Began his career in technology after servicing fighter jets in the U.S. 
Navy, and retiring in Millington,TN.

q A graduate of Southwest Tennessee Community College and the 
University of Memphis, where he received a degree in Electronic 
Technology. 

q He has served on the Board of the Mid-South Minority Business 
Council, Pink Palace Museum, Workforce Investment board and 
Southwest Tennessee Community College Foundation Board.

Sylvester Tate
Founder & CEO
Tate Computer Systems
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Dan Weddle
President & CEO
Protech Services Group

q Serves as the President & CEO, and owner of ProTech Services Group a 
business solutions company focused on meeting businesses’ technology          & 
talent needs.

q Serves on the Board of Directors for: 
o PEYitforward Foundation (Non-profit developed to honor his late son, Peyton) 
o Streets Ministries (Board Chair) 
o Memphis Shelby County Crime Commission 
o Greater Memphis IT Council 
o Leadership Memphis
o Greater Memphis Chamber of Commerce (Chamber Benefits, Inc.)

q Attended the University of Memphis and has earned multiple leadership and 
executive management designations.

q Graduated from the 2017 Leadership Memphis Executive Program and is a 
Greater Memphis Chamber Chairmen’s Circle member 

q Married to his wife Mikki, and they have four sons, Braeden, Hunter, Peyton, 
and Oakley, and three grandchildren, Gage, Dominic, and Beckham.
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q Founded PopCheck Technologies, a healthcare technology company 
creating AI-enabled remote patient monitoring wearables with a digital 
platform that predicts the development of surgical complications such as 
venous clots in high-risk populations 

q In developing PopCheck, conducted a fellowship at University of Memphis 
with the Patents2Products program with the FedEx Institute of Technology.

q Awards:
• Nashville Entrepreneur Center Pitch 4 Good: Black Founders Edition
• Seed Spot 2 Day Launch Impact Award (2020)
• 2021 Cohort University City Science Center Launch Lane Digital Health 
Accelerator
• STEM2Market Core Concept Award (2020)

q Education:
• Vanderbilt University - Bachelor of Science (B.S.) Neurobiology and Neurosciences  
• University of Tennessee - M.D. Medicine 
• University of Tennessee - Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) Microbiology

Erika Dillard, MD, PhD
Founder & CEO
PopCheck Technologies

https://popchecktechnologies.com/2021/05/10/popcheck-technologies-ceo-dr-erika-dillard-brings-home-10k-as-a-winner-in-the-nashville-entrepreneur-center-pitch-4-good-black-founders-edition/
https://popchecktechnologies.com/2021/05/10/popcheck-technologies-ceo-dr-erika-dillard-brings-home-10k-as-a-winner-in-the-nashville-entrepreneur-center-pitch-4-good-black-founders-edition/
https://sciencecenter.org/news/eight-digital-health-startups-selected-for-science-centers-launch-lane-accelerator
https://sciencecenter.org/news/eight-digital-health-startups-selected-for-science-centers-launch-lane-accelerator
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n Experienced cyber security leader focused on reducing cyber risk for          
clients as they implement digital transformation projects.

n As CEO, manages the cyber security operations, IT Security Audits and 
framework assessments, Red Teaming, Penetration Testing, Vulnerability 
Management, and Cyber Awareness training.

n Formerly held the role of Cyber Security Manager at Deloitte Consulting.

n Held an earlier role at Blackhorse Solutions as the Regional Director of 
the SME markets.

n Began his career in Cyber Security at the Navy Red Team at the NIOC 
Norfolk VA.

n Served in the U.S. Navy as a distinguished Navy SEAL.

n Holds a Bachelor’s Degree from Southern New Hampshire University 
and Certifications in Project Management (PMI) and Security+ (CompTIA).
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q As Managing Partner of Digital Core Technologies, Victoria 
currently focuses on the SMB market for Managed Solutions 
in IT.

q Brings over three decades of sales experience and client 
relations to her role at Digital Core. 

q Has built the Digital Core business model with her strong 
focus in Management, Networking Business-to-Business B2B, 
and Project Management for both domestic and international 
clients across multiple industries including finance, medical 
equipment, retail products, automotive OEMs and 
government. 

q Attended University of Memphis with a major in Political 
Science and worked in Washington, DC for Senator Jim 
Sasser.

Victoria Lynn
Founder & Managing Partner
Digital Core Technologies
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